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Sub-Chapter 2

Electronic Funds

42.5.201  ELECTRONIC PAYMENT  (1)  The department's ability to accept electronic payments is constantly evolving.  Taxpayers should check the department's website at www.discoveringmontana.com/revenue to determine which types of electronic payments the department will accept.
(2)  A taxpayer with a tax liability of $500,000 or greater must make payment electronically:

(a)  if by electronic funds transfer, to the Montana state treasurer; and

(b)  if by other method accepted by the department, to the department.

(3)  The tax return or report must be filed and the electronic payment initiated by the tax due date or the appropriate late filing and late payment penalties, and interest will be applied.  If an electronic payment is initiated by the due date but either the department does not receive payment or credit, or the payment or credit is charged back, the tax liability is not discharged, the tax is not paid, and appropriate late payment penalties and interest will be applied.

(4)  The following information must be included with any electronic payment:

(a)  name and tax identification number of the taxpayer;

(b)  type of tax or taxes being paid;

(c)  amount of each type of tax being paid; and

(d)  any additional information necessary to process the type of electronic payment being made and to identify the taxpayer and account to which the payment is to be applied.

(5)  If a paper return or report is filed and payment made electronically, the taxpayer shall place on the tax return or report a notation, stamp, or other indication informing the department that payment was made electronically.  (History:  Sec. 15-1-803, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-1-231, 15-1-801, 15-1-802, and 15-1-803, MCA; NEW, 1985 MAR p. 1154, Eff. 8/16/85; AMD, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)

42.5.202  ELECTRONIC RETURNS, REPORTS, AND SIGNATURES

(1)  The department’s ability to accept electronic returns and reports is constantly evolving.  Taxpayers should check www.discoveringmontana.com/revenue, the department's website, to determine which types of returns and reports the department will accept electronically.


(2)  An electronic return or report is not complete unless all requested information is provided and it is signed by the taxpayer or the taxpayer’s authorized representative as provided in this rule.
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(3)  Providing a personal identification number (PIN) or an electronic signature as part of an electronic filing is the filer’s declaration, under the penalty of false swearing, that:

(a)  the filer is the taxpayer identified in the report or return; and

(b)  the information in the report or return is true, correct, and complete.


(4)  The department is part of a federal-state joint-filing program that allows taxpayers to electronically file certain federal and state tax returns together.  If a taxpayer files an electronic Montana return as part of the federal-state joint-filing program, the taxpayer’s federal signature or pin is considered the taxpayer’s signature or PIN on the Montana electronic return.

(5)  If the department permits a taxpayer to file a report or return electronically outside the federal-state joint-filing program, including by telephone, without providing a PIN or an electronic signature, the act of filing the return or report electronically constitutes the filer’s declaration, under the penalty of false swearing, that:

(a)  the filer is the taxpayer identified in the report or return; and

(b)  the information in the report or return is true, correct, and complete, and constitutes the taxpayer's signature.

(6) Except as permitted in the federal-state joint-filing program described in (4), a return or report may not be made electronically for a taxpayer unable to make the taxpayer’s own return by an authorized agent or by a guardian or other person charged with the care of the person or property of the taxpayer as provided in ARM 42.15.303.  (History:  Sec. 15-1-803, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-1-231, 15-1-801, 15-1-802, 15-1-803, 15-30-142, and 15-30-305, MCA; NEW, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)

Rules 42.5.203 through 42.5.209 reserved
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42.5.210  FILING DATE  (History:  Sec. 15-30-305, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-30-204, 15-30-207, and 39-71-2503, MCA; NEW, 1996 MAR p. 1169, Eff. 4/26/96; TRANS, to ARM 42.15.317, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)

42.5.211  PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION NUMBER  (Is Hereby Repealed.)  (History:  Sec. 15-30-305, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-30-211, MCA; NEW, 1996 MAR p. 1169, Eff. 4/26/96; REP, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)

42.5.212  ELECTRONIC PAYMENT/FILING DATE  (Is Hereby Repealed.)  (History:  Sec. 15-30-305, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-30-210, MCA; NEW, 1996 MAR p. 1169, Eff. 4/26/96; REP, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)

42.5.213  BACKUP SITUATION  (1)  With prior approval of the department, for those taxpayers that are required to make electronic payments whenever the amount due is $500,000 or greater, as stated in 15-1-802, MCA, the department will allow, in an emergency situation, fed wire transfers or paper bank drafts (checks).  (History:  Sec. 15-30-305, MCA; IMP, Sec. 15-1-802 and 15-30-210, MCA; NEW, 1996 MAR p. 1169, Eff. 4/26/96; AMD, 2002 MAR p. 1906, Eff. 7/12/02; AMD, 2003 MAR p. 2897, Eff. 12/25/03.)
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