Resolution 2006 - 38

Prohibit the Use of Non-Wood Bats


WHEREAS, Brandon Patch, a citizen of the State of Montana, subject to the State's laws and deserving of its care and protection, and a proud member of the Miles City American Legion Baseball team, the Mavericks, was killed by a ball batted from a non-wood bat in a baseball game in 2003; and
WHEREAS, 15 players have been killed by batted baseballs from bats determined to be non-wood aluminum, or "unknown" substances during a 10-year period, according to an examination conducted by the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission; and
WHEREAS, non-wood bats when used by young men and mature men may be able to propel a baseball off the bat at a rate of speed that may exceed human reaction time for pitchers and infielders; and
WHEREAS, since its inception, until the invention of non-wood bats in the 1970s, baseball had been played with a wood bat; and
WHEREAS, Major League Baseball is played exclusively with wood bats; and
WHEREAS, although nationwide responsible baseball organizations and governmental bodies have not yet conclusively proved that non-wood bats increase the velocity of batted balls beyond the ability of defensive players to react to them, there is at least anecdotal evidence, including the death of Brandon Patch, that the use of non - wood bats places our children, particularly those of high school age, in an unacceptable risk of injury; and
 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana should adopt a wood bats only rule for youth ages 15 thru 19 years, and
 

WHEREAS, the State of Montana may and should petition All National Youth Baseball Leagues to amend their rules to adopt a wood bats only rule, and
 

WHEREAS, the National Youth Baseball Organizations may, and should, alter their Rules to adopt a non-metal bat rule.
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THAT THE MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES URGES THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF MONTANA TO ADOPT A RESOLUTION WITH THE FOLLOWING INTENT:
 

That the State of Montana Baseball Leagues do adopt a rule for all High School Baseball (15 to 19 years of age) within the State of Montana allowing only wood bats to be used and to petition their National Association to adopt a rule for all Association games allowing only wood bats to be used; and
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that All National Leagues - Ages 15 thru 19 - be strongly urged to adopt a rule for all of their games to be played using wood or wood composite bats.
 

Sponsor:  



Lewis and Clark County






Prairie County
Recommendation:


Do Pass

Priority:



High

Referred to:

Adopted:



Annual Conference, Bozeman, MT, September 27, 2006

Compilers notes:

In the year of 2003, Miles City was in Helena playing American Legion Baseball.  The pitcher for Miles City was hit with a line drive off of a non-wood bat in the head and was killed.  Experts from around the United States at every level of baseball are saying that there is an extreme difference in the potential speed of a baseball hit by non-wood or wood.  They are also saying that, even with exceptional reactionary reflexes, pitchers and infield players do not have reactions fast enough to even protect themselves from a very well hit line drive off of a non-wood bat.  As of 2003, at least 15 players have been killed by non-wood bats in the United States.

Since this time, Miles City Legion Baseball allows only wooden bats to be used by their team.  They feel that it takes nothing from the game, but rather enhances it, by using only wooden bats and that the safety of the game comes within reasonable levels.

Other states are passing laws and discussing this issue as we speak to ban non–wood bats.  To put kids at risk of death and permanent injury simply for a sport is unthinkable.  And since this issue has been brought to the attention of Counties, County Commissioners, Cities, and Towns who own, manage, and maintain baseball parks across our state, it also becomes a big liability issue for these entities.

Because of safety and liability, it is the intent of this resolution to ban all non-wood bats for baseball play and practice use for players 15 to 19 years of age in the State of Montana.

It is the intent of the Montana Association to support a bill for an Act entitled: "An Act enacting the Brandon Patch Baseball Player Protection Act; prohibiting the use of a non-wood bat in a competitive baseball game in which any mature player is a participant; and providing an effective date.
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