RESOLUTION 2006-36

PUBLIC HEALTH STATUTE MODERNIZATION PROJECT


WHERAS, Montana’s public health statutes are outdated and in need of updating to reflect current public health practice; and

WHEREAS, Over the last several years, Montana public health, medical and legal professionals, as well as policy makers have thoroughly reviewed and analyzed Montana’s public health statutes and determined key areas in need of updating.  These include the following:

· A basic purpose statement for the public health system -- There is no specific reference in Title 50 of the Montana Code Annotated to the critical role and essential functions of the public health system in protecting and promoting the health of Montanans.

· Major public health powers of state and local public health agencies -- Much of the language that describes the major public health powers of state and local agencies is outdated and vague and may not support current public health actions when implemented.
· Defined standards for conditions of public health importance -- Montana statutes and administrative rules focus on communicable disease control and sanitation, however, there is no general guidance for addressing diseases or conditions of current and future public health importance.
· Public health emergencies – Specific powers and authorities of state and local public health agencies in a public health emergency need to be delineated.  Additional issues, such as the ability to utilize health professionals that are not licensed or credentialed in the state during an emergency, should also be examined.; and

WHEREAS, two pieces of legislation will be introduced in the 2007 Montana Legislature.  One will revise basic public health powers and authorities, the other public health emergency planning and response; and

WHEREAS, it is a goal of the Montana Association of Counties to promote a strong public health system that assures the necessary programs, services and protections to keep our citizens Healthy. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Counties supports the modernization of Montana’s Public Health Statutes.

SPONSOR:


Health & Human Services & Labor Committee

 

RECOMMENDATION:

Do Pass

 

PRIORITY:


High

 

REFERRED TO:

Health, Human Services & Labor Committee
ADOPTED:


Annual Conference, Bozeman, MT






September 27, 2006

It is the intent of the Montana Association of Counties to support the modernization of Montana’s Public Health Statutes.








2006-36 Public Health Modernization
Page 2 of 2

