RESOLUTION 2006–34 

PRE-COMMITMENT EVALUATIONS

It is the intent of the Montana Association of Counties to support

Pre-commitment Evaluation Eligibility Costs

WHEREAS, under 53-21-132 MCA, counties will pay for pre-commitment costs related to the petition to commit the seriously mentally ill; and

WHEREAS, Montana counties have experienced evaluations ranging from 3 days to more than 45 days; and

WHEREAS, counties would like to see more consumers stay in their communities to receive their community’s services, instead of being at the Montana State Hospital; and

WHEREAS, the State of Montana would like to pass legislation on 72 hour presumptive eligibility; and

WHEREAS, whereby the state would pay evaluation costs incurred during the first 72 hours; and

WHEREAS, counties are concerned about their residents and the lengthy evaluation process:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that MACo will support legislation that counties will pay from the date the commitment petition is filed by the County Attorney; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the evaluation payment period will be capped at 6 consecutive days.

SPONSOR:


Health, Human Services & Labor Committee
RECOMMENDATION:
Do Pass

PRIORITY:


High

REFERRED TO:

Board of Directors

ADOPTED:


Annual Conference, Bozeman, MT  
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