RESOLUTION 2006–33

 

SELECTION OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

	


 

 

 

 

 

WHEREAS, current law requires firms to submit qualifications for architectural, engineering, and land surveying services on an annual basis; and, 

 

WHEREAS, this is a time consuming process; and,

 

WHEREAS, the legislature has set a precedent by allowing an exclusion from this requirement for design build projects done by the Montana Department of Transportation; and

 

WHEREAS, the process is costly for both government agencies and consultants; and

 

WHEREAS, government agencies are consistently being asked to do more with less; and

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Counties will seek to establish legislation to allow for annual or biennial selection of firms to provide architectural, engineering, and land surveying services.
 

SPONSOR:


Lewis and Clark County
 

RECOMMENDATION:
Do Pass
 

PRIORITY:


High
 

REFERRED TO:

MACo Resolutions Committee





MACo Transportation Committee

ADOPTED:


Annual Conference – Bozeman, MT  

September 27, 2006

Suggested language:

18-8-204. Procedures for selection. (1) In the procurement of architectural, engineering, and land surveying services, the agency may encourage firms engaged in the lawful practice of their profession to submit annually or biennially, a statement of qualifications and performance data. The agency shall evaluate current statements of qualifications and performance data on file with the agency, together with those that may be submitted by other firms regarding the proposed project, and conduct discussions with one or more firms regarding anticipated concepts and the relative utility of alternative methods of approach for furnishing the required services.
     (2) (a) The agency shall then select, based on criteria established under agency procedures and guidelines and the law, the firm considered most qualified to provide the services required for the proposed project.
     (b) The agency procedures and guidelines must be available to the public and include at a minimum the following criteria as they relate to each firm:
     (i) the qualifications of professional personnel to be assigned to the project;
     (ii) capability to meet time and project budget requirements;
     (iii) location;
     (iv) present and projected workloads;
     (v) related experience on similar projects; and
     (vi) recent and current work for the agency.
     (c) The agency shall follow the minimum criteria of this part if no other agency procedures are specifically adopted.
     (3) The provisions of this section do not apply to procurement of architectural, engineering, and land surveying services for projects that the department of transportation has determined are part of the design-build contracting pilot program authorized in 60-2-135 through 60-2-137.
It is the intent of the Montana Association of Counties to seek legislation to amend 18-8-204 MCA to allow for the biennial selection of firms for professional services.
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