RESOLUTION 2006-14

SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES


WHEREAS, 19.1% of all Montana’s youth (age 17 and younger) live in poverty (2004)1; and

WHEREAS, 33% of all children under the age of 18 live in families where no parent has regular, full-time employment (2004)2; and 

WHEREAS,  between one and two out of every ten Montana students drops out of high school before graduating and fewer than 65% of Montana’s Native American students complete high school3 &4; and 

WHEREAS, more than 1 out of every 10 (12%) of Montanans between the ages of 16 and 19 are not enrolled in school and are not employed, full-or part-time (2004)5; and

WHEREAS, approximately 6.5% (58,446) of Montana’s population is between the ages of 14 and 176: and

WHEREAS, approximately 11,000 Montana youth between the ages of 14 and 17 live in poverty1 & 6 and need early employment opportunities but cannot find them; and 

WHEREAS, paid work experience for youth, particularly in low-income families, helps to provide a positive youth mentoring relationship with a work supervisor, promotes successful preparation for the job market, builds confidence which leads to success in other areas, including school, and encourages youth to return to school in the fall:

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Montana Association of Counties encourages the 60th Legislative Session to appropriate approximately $4 million over a biennium to fund a summer youth employment program to provide early employment experience for approximately 4000 youth in low-income families between the ages of 14 to 17. 

SPONSOR:


All MACo Districts
 

RECOMMENDATION:
Do Pass



 

PRIORITY:


High






 

REFERRED TO:
MACo Health, Human Services & Labor Committee
ADOPTED:
Annual Conference, Bozeman, MT 

September 27, 2006

Sources:

1.  Kids Count Profile, Montana Profile.  Children in Poverty Table (www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/profile_results_pf.jst?)

2.  Kids Count Profile, Montana Profile.  Employment and Income Table (www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/profile_results_pf.jst?)

3.  Kids Count Profile, Montana Profile.  Education Table (www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/profile_results_pf.jst?)

4.  Montana Forum, article by Mike Dennison, Lee State Bureau, April 18, 2006

(www.montanaforum.com)

5.  Kids Count Profile, Montana Profile.  Youth Risk Factors Table (www.aecf.org/kidscount/sld/profile_results_pf.jst?)

6.  U.S. Bureau of Census, 2000, Summary File

(http://ceic.commerce.state.mt.us/C2000/SF12000/Pyramid/pptab3000.htm)

It is the intent of the Montana Association of Counties to support 


the creation of, and funding for, a summer youth employment 


program for low-income families.
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