RESOLUTION 2006-03

WEED CONTROL ON STATE LANDS 


WHEREAS, Section 7-22-2149 MCA provides that the lessee of agricultural state land is responsible for assessments and taxes levied by the board of county commissioners for the a weed control district as provided in 77-6-114, and;

WHEREAS, Section 77-6-114 sets forth that it is the duty of the State Land Board to provide in the lease that the lessee of any agricultural state lands lying within the boundaries of any weed management district to pay all assessments and taxes levied by the board of county commissioners for any weed control district on those state lands, and;

WHEREAS, the assessments and tax levy must be imposed on the lessee as a personal property tax and must be collected by the county treasurer in the same manner as regular personal property taxes are collected and;

WHEREAS, all lessees of these state lands are required under the terms of the lease to pay the assessment and tax levy at the same time and in the same manner as other regular personal taxes are paid, and;

WHEREAS, the Department of Revenue currently does not place this assessment upon the tax rolls therefore the County Treasurer cannot collect the assessment.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Montana Association of Counties seek clarifying legislation as to the manner of assessment and the collection of assessments for noxious weed control on state lands.

SPONSOR:




MACo Resolutions Committee




RECOMMENDATION:  


Do Pass

PRIORITY:



 
High

REFERRED TO:



MACo Agriculture Committee


 

ADOPTED:  

Annual Conference, Bozeman, MT 

September 27, 2006

Reference Statutes:

 7-22-2149.  Responsibility for assessments and taxes for weed control levied on leased state lands. The lessee of agricultural state land is responsible for assessments and taxes levied by the board of county commissioners for the district as provided in 77-6-114.


77-6-114.  Lessee responsible for assessments and taxes for weed control. It is the duty of the board in leasing any agricultural state land to provide in the lease that the lessee of any agricultural state lands lying within the boundaries of any weed management district shall assume and pay all assessments and taxes levied by the board of county commissioners for any district on those state lands, and the assessments and tax levy must be imposed on the lessee as a personal property tax and must be collected by the county treasurer in the same manner as regular personal property taxes are collected. All lessees of these state lands are required under the terms of the lease to pay the assessment and tax levy at the same time and in the same manner as other regular personal taxes are paid. 

It is the intent of the Montana Association of Counties to seek legislation to clarify the responsibility for payment of assessments for noxious weed control
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