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By Harold Blattie, MACo Executive Director

Effective May 11, 2008, Montana resi-
dents will be required to furnish a passport
or other acceptable form of identification to
board a commercial airline flight or enter
most federal buildings under new rules is-
sues issued by the U.S. Department of
Homeland Security. A Montana-issued
driver’s license will not be sufficient.

In 2005, Congress passed the REAL
ID law to address security flaws following
the terrorist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. The
REAL ID law imposes stricter requirements
upon states to verify a person’s identity
when applying for a driver’s license.

The law also imposes much stricter re-
quirements in the future including one that
requires states to check the legal status of
a driver’s license applicant with Homeland
Security by the end of 2009. It also re-
quires all states driver’s license data to be
shared with other states and DHS.

By 2011, states must verify with the
issuing source that all identification docu-
ments used to obtain a drivers license are
valid. This will mean a significant increase
in workload for counties and state agencies
to verify birth certificates.

By 2014, all license holders born after
Dec. 1, 1964, and, by 2017, all license
holders, regardless of age, will be required
to carry a REAL ID license. The full impli-
cations of this are unknown at this time.

Montana, along with 16 other states,
has resisted this federal mandate for a
number of reasons including concerns
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REAL ID law to impact county, state

about individual privacy, conflict with the
Montana Constitution and the costs to
states to implement the federal law. The
2007 Montana Legislature passed HB
287 — “An Act Opposing the Implementa-
tion of the Federal REAL ID Act and Direct-
ing the Montana Department of Justice Not
to Implement the Provisions of the Federal
Act.” The text of that bill is at http://data.
opi.mt.gov/bills/2007/billhtmI/HB0287.htm.

States moving toward implementation
are being given a five-year extension to
fully implement the REAL ID law but states
opposing implementation are being penal-
ized by the new rules.

Montana Governor Brian Schweitzer
has called on other governors to support
congressional efforts to repeal the REAL
ID Act. Senator Baucus, Senator Tester
and Congressman Rehberg all support
pending legislation to repeal the act, how-
ever, until Congress acts, we must proceed
according to the rules in place today. Given
what we know, we must recommend if you
plan to fly on a commercial airplane or en-
ter most federal buildings after May 11,
2008, you should acquire a passport.

Additional information can be found at
the Department of Homeland Security’s
Web site at www.dhs.gov. To see a Q-and-
A on REAL ID, visit www.dhs.gov/
xprevprot/programs/gc_1172767635686.
shtm. For the final rule on REAL ID, visit
www.dhs.gov/xprevprot/laws/
gc_1172765386179.shtm.

Midwinter Conference offers education on wealth of topics

MACo’s 2008 Midwinter Conference,
set for Feb. 11-14 at the Billings Holiday
Inn, again will be a great chance for county
elected officials to learn more about state
and local government issues.

The event is packed with seminars
focusing on a variety of timely and critical
subjects relevant to every participant.

If your spouse/guest is planning to par-

ticipate in the Wednesday activities, please
encourage them to pre-register. The
spouse activities agenda is available on
the MACo site at http://maco.cog.mt.us.
For more information, see pages 6-7 of
this edition of MACo News for the agenda
and registration form, or call MACo at
(406) 444-4360. You also may visit the
MACo site for details on the conference.
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Safety champions needed to lead county cultural change

By Emelia McEwen, MACo Senior Loss Control Specialist

Developing an effective safety program is a team un-
dertaking. Even though the process needs input and sup-
port from all areas of the county, it will be difficult to make
significant strides in eliminating injuries without a true
designated leader.

It's critical to know your budgets. Before identifying
your safety champion, make sure you are well equipped
with the information needed to take the issue to upper
management. Know your cost drivers, such as insurance,
injuries and risks that will support the

Employee involvement must match
with management leadership to have an
effective safety process. Someone in the
county needs to step up and identify that
there is opportunity for improvement.

| believe employers need to find a
champion for safety to lead the way for

business case for making change.

Ask for a meeting to solicit your
champion. Set up a meeting with your po-
tential champion. Put together a presen-

a) tation that will provide them with the sup-
port for management to consider such a

Workers' CompensATION * ProperTY & LiaBILITY

proposal.

change. In larger counties, it might be
someone at the department head level. It also could be
an employee at the operations level, in risk management,
or even in human resources. The point is all about getting
someone to lead the effort. We've included some helpful
strategies here to help you find a safety leader.

Determine who is looking to improve safety in the
workplace. These individuals don’t need a background in
safety. They simply need to be passionate about improv-
ing the workplace, becoming more efficient, and improv-
ing employee satisfaction.

Roads expert Knorr joins MACo
By Fred Hansen, MACo Loss Control Specialist

We welcome Jack Knorr as a part-time employee of
MACo. Jack will teach road liability in most of the eastern
counties under a new agreement between MACo and the
Local Technical Assistance Program. This agreement is
for one year and will supply a much-needed training op-
portunity. Jack is a retired road superintendent and brings
many years of experience to this position. He'll be con-
tacting counties to set up training in the near future.

| want to also announce a new tool in the area of our
building inspections. MACo has just recently purchased a
thermal imaging camera, which will allow users to look at
electrical boxes for potential weak areas and take preven-
tive action. There is a training process under way to use
the camera and software, but the tool will be available to
use for inspections in the near future.

Safer counties earn 2007 MACo awards

Congratulations to the employees of Ravalli, Glacier,
Lincoln, Granite, and Treasure counties on earning safety
awards at MACo’s Risk Management Loss Control Con-
ference last month.

The awards are given to five counties yearly, classi-
fied by employee count, for the largest decrease in claims
frequency from the previous year.

Once you've secured your champion,
it is important to identify the key players that can help
make your safety campaign a reality.

Identify your key player in management and the em-
ployee workforce. Everyone must understand their roles
and responsibilities in the plan.

There are some counties that have been doing things
the same way for years. In these cases, the champion
may come across operational cultural resistance. When
that happens, step back and see where the resistance is
coming from and refocus your campaign.

Commitment costs focus of survey

The Montana Legislature wants to know how hard
county budgets are hit when counties, pursuant to section
53-21-132(2)(a), MCA, must pay for the detention, evalua-
tion, treatment, and transportation of individuals who, as a
civil matter, need to be involuntarily committed to the Mon-
tana State Hospital for mental iliness.

To that end, MACo is assisting the legislature’s Law and
Justice Interim Committee by conducting a survey to identify,
among other things, how many civil involuntary commitment
petitions are filed, what the itemized costs are in these pro-
ceedings, and transportation costs.

The survey, developed as part of the HIR 50 study re-
quested by the 2007 Legislature, also asks counties to com-
ment on whether and how the statutes governing civil invol-
untary commitment process and costs could be improved.
The survey will be sent electronically to each county attorney
within the next week. County attorneys are being asked to
ensure this survey is completed promptly and accurately and
returned to MACo Associate Director Sheryl Wood no later
than March 3. The data collected will be compiled, analyzed,
and reported to the Law and Justice Interim Committee in
time for its April 10-11 meeting in Helena and will be instru-
mental in formulating legislative policy in this area.

For more information, contact Sheryl Wood at MACo.
For information on the Law and Justice Interim Committee's
HJR 50 study activities, contact Sheri Heffelfinger at (406)
444-3596, sheffelfinger@mt.gov, or visit http://leg.mt.gov.

2 Montana Association of Counties ® http://www.maco.cog.mt.us/



mailto:swood@maco.cog.mt.us
mailto:sheffelfinger@mt.gov
http://leg.mt.gov

From fences to health care, preventative maintenance is important

By Owen Voigt, Health Care Trust Administrator

Fixing a fence to keep your cattle in prevents
them from getting out. Without prevention, bad things can
happen. If your cattle get out and your bull breeds the
neighbors cows, not so good; even worse, his bulls breed
your cows. You may not have planned on mixing your An-
gus herd with his fledgling bucking bull business.

We all change the oil in our rigs to keep our vehi-
cles from incurring major mechanical repairs. | recently
read a study that said a glass of red wine is good for your
heart. Back when | was rodeoing, my organs should have
been in great shape; if a glass of wine was good for my
heart, just think what a 12-pack of Budweiser did for me!

Many of the activities we do are for prevention.
We are constantly trying to avoid the bad things that can
happen without it. Prevention in health care is probably
the single best thing we can do to keep ourselves healthy
and premiums under control. Preventive health care may
not sound like fun, but ask diabetics why they continu-
ously monitor their blood sugar. It is not because a finger
prick on a regular basis makes them feel good. The same
is true for those of us who think we are “healthy.” Find
out.

The HCT provides significant preventive benefits
under all plans. You should know what your plan provides
for preventive benefits and be sure to use them. Really
we do not mind. A couple of the preventive benefits the
HCT provides payment for are mammograms and colono-

Buffalo vs. autos equals 2 claims
By Dennis Jupka, MACo Senior Claims Adjuster

The MACo Claims staff recently received a claim with
two accidents that happened in a short period of time. A
county pick-up truck struck some buffalo on a U.S. high-
way and, because of the damage involved to the front end
of the vehicle, the truck became disabled on the roadway.

Within a half-hour, a car was driving by the accident
and was unable to stop, striking the county vehicle on the
left side and causing additional damage.

The county vehicle could not be moved before the
second accident, so the claim is being handled as two
separate losses as there was a period of time between
the two occurrences. As two claims, two deductibles will
be taken.

MACo will subrogate against the driver who struck the
county vehicle after it became disabled as he would be
liable for the damage caused by running into the left side.
We will recover the left-side damages as well as the sec-
ond deductible.

scopies. To date we do not have one single documented
case of abuse where someone tried to get two because
we paid for all or a portion of the bill!

| have actually heard of people who change the
oil, rotate the tires and perform other types of mainte-
nance on their pickups but do not get an annual physical
for themselves. Let's see; new truck costs $45,000, new
Grandpa or Grandma costs? This does not fit the Master-
Card ad of priceless; in fact, it is the opposite.

Recently, two of our members went in for routine,
annual preventive exams and were diagnosed with can-
cer. Both cases were detected and treated early. These
two members not only saved the trust nearly $200,000 in
medical costs but after they were treated and had recov-
ered, they returned to their pre-cancer life style. Had ei-
ther case gone until they became symptomatic, the medi-
cal results and costs would have been significantly differ-
ent. By being proactive and taking care of themselves
these two members saved the HCT money that comes
right out of member premiums.

The best thing you can do to keep your premium
costs down and benefits up is to get a complete annual
physical. The HCT pays for an annual exam, mammo-
gram, Pap test, immunizations and based on age pays all
or a portion of additional colon cancer tests. If you need
medical care, find out what you need, take care of it and
enjoy those grandkids or, better yet, let them enjoy you.

Health Care Trust Calendar of Events

Feb. 8 March renewal rates deadline
Apr. 11 July renewal rates mailed
Apr. 18 July open enrollment notice mailed to counties and

groups

May 1-June 15 July open enrollment period

May 13 July renewal rates deadline

Oct. 10 January renewal rates mailed

Oct. 17 January open enrollment notice mailed
Nov. 1-Dec. 15 January open enrollment period

Nov. 10 Annual MDCR Part D notice mailed
Nov. 14 January renewal rates deadline

Dec. 21-27 2009 Rx formulary mailed

]I MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES I

" MACOHCT

MACo Health Care Trust

A Cost-Effective Alternative for Health Insurance Benefits
for Counties and County-Related Boards and Districts
We welcome the Yellowstone Conservation District!

406.443.8102 ¢+ Fax: 406.443.8103

gmail: ovoigt@macohct.com ¢+ Web: www.macohct.com
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JPIA/JPA membership meetings set

The annual membership meetings of the Joint Powers
Insurance Authority (JPIA) property and liability pool and
the Joint Powers Authority (JPA) workers compensation
pools are scheduled to take place during the MACo Mid-
Winter Conference in Billings next month.

Both meetings will be held Wednesday, Feb. 13; the
JPIA meeting is set for 1-2 p.m., and the JPA meeting fol-
lows at 2-3 p.m. There is a joint JPIA/JPA meeting at
3:30-4:30 p.m. following a short break.

There will be more information to come regarding
specific agendas for each membership meeting.

For more information, contact Greg Jackson, JPIA/
JPA trust administrator, at 406/444-4370 or gjack-
son@maco.cog.mt.us.

Nationwide adds Montana staffer

Nationwide recently hired David Miller as a retirement
specialist to cover Montana counties west of the Conti-
nental Divide. Miller, a Pacific Northwest native, has ex-
perience in the financial services industry and recently
joined Nationwide.

Miller will work alongside Ryan Gillette, who is re-
sponsible for servicing counties east of the divide.

For more information, contact John Lamm, Nation-
wide Retirement Solutions program director, at
lammj@nationwide.com or (800) 627-1583, ext. 3.

Vital records fee changes focus of meeting

A meeting was held late last month to discuss the state’s
goal and county comments on restructuring the fees charged
for vital records. Representatives from the Montana Clerk
and Recorders Association, county registrars, MACo, the
Legislative Fiscal Division, and the Office of Vital Statistics
(OVS) of the Department of Public Health and Human Ser-
vices were present at the meeting.

The purpose of the meeting was to share information
about the use of vital records services in county offices, re-
sponsibilities of the OVS for maintaining and providing ac-
cess to vital records, costs and revenue related to the ser-
vices, potential impact on users of the services, potential
conflicts in statute governing county and state functions, and

related issues.

The goal of the department is to equalize the fees paid
by a user, whether the service is provided in a county or the
OVS, with minimal impact to the constituency. OVS provides
county clerk and recorders with access to vital records at no
charge to the counties. About $375,000 per year in the 2009
biennium is made up by fees paid to OVS by members of the
public who purchase certificates at a higher cost than the
cost charged by counties. OVS is attempting to remedy this
situation by equalizing the fees paid for a certificate without
respect to whether the certificate is provided by a county or
the state office, and determine a method to recover the reve-
nue that would be lost by the reduction of fees by OVS.

-by Sheryl Wood, MACo Associate Director

CREBS workshop offers bonds help

County commissioners, city council members, and
community planners are invited to attend a workshop on
Clean Renewable Energy Bonds (CREBS) on Feb. 28
from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the Bozeman Comfort Inn.

Since 2006, the Internal Revenue Service has
awarded more than 47 bonding authorities for Clean Re-
newable Energy Bonds to municipalities and school dis-
tricts in Montana. The bonding process, as well as the
accompanying wind generation project, is complex.

This workshop will provide decision makers the tools
they need to understand the bonding authority, assess
the project proposals for their area, and make decisions
as to how to proceed with CREBs.

Hosted by MSU Extension and the Northern Rocky
Mountain RC&D, the workshop will include information on
wind project development due diligence, bond counsel
considerations, and bond underwriting fundamentals.

“The CREBs bonds are very complicated. The work-
shop that | attended helped me to evaluate the risks and
rewards for Carbon County,” said Carbon County Com-
missioner John Prinkki, who attended a CREBS work-
shop last year. “I believed we avoided some costly mis-
steps because we, as commissioners, were able to un-
derstand the project we were evaluating.”

For more information, or to register for the workshop,
contact MSU Extension Area Economic Development
Coordinator Sarah Hamlen at (406) 209-7679 or sham-
len@montana.edu, or call Commissioner Prinkki at (406)
446-1516.

Servicemember leave law in effect

The families of wounded military personnel now may
take up to six months of unpaid leave to care for their
loved ones thanks to the signing of the Support for Injured
Servicemembers Act into law in late January.

The legislation, which extends benefits of the Family
and Medical Leave Act (FMLA), created two new types of
FMLA leave:

Active Duty Family Leave grants up to 12 weeks of
FMLA leave to employees with a spouse, parent, or child
on, or has been called to, active duty when experiencing
a “qualifying exigency.”

Injured Servicemember Leave allows up to 26 weeks
of leave in a 12-month period for employees who are the
spouse, parent, child, or next of kin of a servicemember
who incurred a serious injury or illness on active duty.

Employees may take injured servicemember leave
intermittently, but must use it up within 12 months. There
is no 12-month limit on active duty family leave, which is
similar to traditional FMLA leave.

For more information, visit the U.S. Department of La-
bor Web site at http://www.dol.gov/esa/whd/fmla. MACo
News also will have more on this developing story.
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G’ Gallagher

Public Entity & Scholastic Division

Arthur |, Gallagher Risk Management Services, Inc.

What Must We Do After a Loss?

Most contracts contain provisions that
describe what a policyholder must do af-
ter a loss; failure to comply can negate
otherwise legitimate claims.

The majority of information on after-
the-loss provisions can be found in the
conditions section of the insurance pol-

icy.

Fourth in a series

Typical provisions include notification
requirements after a loss, cooperation
(with the insurer) requirements, require-
ments that reasonable steps must be
taken to minimize the losses, and disclo-
sure or proof-of-loss requirements.

To be continued...

organizations.

We provide:

« First Dollar or Deductible Programs

« Pools, Captives, or Risk Retention Groups

Entity.

We are a leader in providing Risk Management solutions to Public Entity and Scholastic

Large or small, we’ll be your partner in providing Risk Management services for your Public

Please contact Richard Terlecki or Debbie Young at (800) 524-0191 for more information.

Arthur J. Gallagher
7380 Sand Lake Road, Suite 390, Orlando, FL 32819
(800) 524-0191, Ext. 3512
WWW.ajg.com
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MACo’s 2008 MIDWINTER CONFERENCE * FEB. 11-14, 2008, BILLINGS HOLIDAY INN * PRELIM. AGENDA

MONDAY, FEB. 11
10 a.m.-12 noon
11am.-5p.m.
1p.m.

1-5p.m.

5p.m.

5p.m.

5p.m.

6 p.m.

Board of Directors’ and Resolutions Committee meeting
Registration open

Exhibitors set up

All MACo committees meet

Hard Rock Mining Counties meeting

Oil, Gas, and Coal Counties meeting

Urban Counties meeting

HCT Trustees dinner meeting

TUESDAY, FEB. 12 - EMPLOYMENT LAW DAY

7 a.m.

7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
8a.m.-5p.m.
8:30-10 a.m.
10:30-11:15 a.m.

11:15 a.m.-12 noon

12 noon-1 p.m.
1-1:45 p.m.
1:45-2:30 p.m.

3-4 p.m.
4 p.m.
4 p.m.
6 p.m.

Reservation Counties meeting

Registration open

Exhibitors open

Taxable Fringe Benefits-Presenter: Dwayne Jacobs, FSLG specialist

Independent Contractor Laws and How They Affect Employment Matters-Presenter: Jack Holstrom, MACo
JPIA Personnel Services Administrator

Wage and Hour Law Update-Presenters: John Andrew, MT Dept. of Labor and Industry, and Norella
Kennedy, U.S. Dept. of Labor

Lunch-Commissioner certification award ceremony

Employment Discrimination-Presenter: Tami Bishop Rhodes, MT Dept. of Labor and Industry

Avoiding Mistakes in Terminating Employees-Presenter: Steve Lehman, Crowley, Haughey, Hanson, Toole &
Dietrich, PLLP

Internal Controls Fraud Detection Training-Presenter: Rick Reisig, Misfeldt & Company, PC

Coalition of Forest Counties meeting

Six County Fort Peck Lake Group meeting

JPIA Trustees dinner meeting

WEDNESDAY, FEB. 13

7:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
8a.m.-5p.m.
8-9a.m.

8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
8:30 a.m.-4 p.m.
9:30-10:30 a.m.
11 a.m.-12 noon

12 noon-1 p.m.

1-2 p.m.

2-3 p.m.

3:30-4:30 p.m.

4:30-5 p.m.

6 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEB. 14

7:30 a.m.-12 noon
8 a.m.-12 noon

Registration open

Exhibitors open

Subdivision Fire Regulations-Presenters: Myra Shults, MACo; Suzanne Browning, Granite County; Ken Weber, Jefferson
County; Paul Stahl, Lewis & Clark County

MT Clerk and Recorders Association meeting

MT Treasurers Association meeting

Impact Fees-Presenters: John Prinkki, Carbon County; Steve White, Gallatin County

River & Stream Setback Regulations-Presenters: Harold Blattie, MACo, Mike McGinley, Beaverhead County;
Dave Schulz, Madison County

Lunch

JPIA Trustees membership meeting

JPA Trustees membership meeting

JPIA/JPA joint membership meeting

NACo Delegates meeting

JPA Trustees dinner meeting

Registration open
Exhibitors open

8-8:30 a.m. Disaster and Emergency Services-Presenter: Dan McGowan, MT Dept. of Military Affairs

8:30 am.-9 a.m. eGovernment Services-Presenters: Sandi Miller and Becki Kolenberg, Montana Interactive

10-10:15 a.m. Weeds-Presenters: Dave Schulz, Madison County; and Garth Haugland, Beaverhead County

10:15-10:30 a.m. Local Boards of Health Training-Presenter: Ginger Roll, Rosebud County

10:30-11 a.m. Digital TV-Presenter: Greg Macdonald, Montana Broadcasters Association

11-11:30 a.m. Records Retention-Presenter: Bonnie Ramey, Lewis and Clark County

11:30-12 noon Electronic Records Management-Presenter: Sandra Broesder, Pondera County

12 noon-1 p.m. Lunch

1-1:30 p.m. HCTV Accomplishments-Presenter: Mike Murray, Lewis and Clark County

1:30-2 p.m. 9-1-1-Presenters: Gary MacDonald, Roosevelt County; and Becky Berger and Chris Christensen, MT Dept. of Admin.
2-2:30 p.m. GIS-Presenter: Robin Trenbreath, MT Dept. of Administration

2:30-3 p.m. Legislative Issue (C199)-Presenters: Harold Blattie and Sheryl Wood, MACo

3 p.m. Conference ends
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MONTANA ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES
2008 MIDWINTER CONFERENCE
HOLIDAY INN GRAND MONTANA - BILLINGS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 11 - THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 14, 2008

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FORM

Name

Title

County (or other agency)

Spouse’s Name if attending

Pre-Registration On Arrival

MACo Midwinter Meeting $150.00 $165.00
(Monday Afternoon, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday)
Registration fee covers three lunches, coffee breaks & registration materials.

Spouse Activities — Wednesday $50.00 $55.00

Registration fee covers one lunch, workshop & tour.

TOTAL ENCLOSED $

Please make checks payable to MACo and send with this entire form to MACo, 2715 Skyway Drive, Helena,
MT 59602. If you have questions regarding the Midwinter Conference, contact Karen Houston at (406) 444-
4375 or macomtg@maco.cog.mt.us.

REGISTRATION FEES WILL BE REFUNDED ONLY IF CANCELLATION
IS REQUESTED BY FEBRUARY 6, 2008
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County News

Grant applications, video available

Completed grant applications for FY 2009 are being
accepted by the state Department of Administration from
counties and other entities to help fund land information
efforts on the local government level until Feb. 15.

To help applicants complete the necessary forms to
be considered for the grants, the department’s Informa-
tion Technology Services Division (ITSD) has created an
instructional 30-minute video that may be viewed from the
state’s Geographic Information Services (GIS) Web site at
http://giscoordination.mt.gov/grant.asp. The video may be
viewed continuously or frame by frame.

The grants are a result of the Montana Land Informa-
tion Act (MLIA), which was created to develop a standard-
ized, sustainable method to collect, maintain, and dis-
seminate information in digital formats about the natural
and artificial land characteristics of Montana.

MLIA will ensure that digital land information is col-
lected consistently, maintained accurately in accordance
with standards, and made available in common ways for
all potential uses and users, both private and public. MLIA
prioritizes consistent collection, accurate maintenance,
and common availability of land information to provide
needed, standardized, and uniform land information in
digital formats.

For more information, contact Stewart Kirkpatrick,
Montana state GIS coordinator, at (406) 444-9013 or
skirkpatrick@mt.gov.

2007 cost-of-living adjustment set at 2.8%

Pursuant to Montana Code Annotated §7-4-2503 and 8§7-
4-2504 (1991), the cost-of-living adjustment is derived us-
ing the Consumer Price Index for all Urban Consumers
(CPI-U) from the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of La-
bor Statistics (1982-84=100):

(A) Annual CIP-U index (annual avg.) for CY 2007: 207.3
(B) Annual CPI-U index (annual avg.) for CY 2006: 201.6
(C) Index point change from 2006 to 2007 [A-B]:

207.3—201.6=5.7
(D) Percent change in annual indexes from 2006 to 2007
[C/B]: 5.7/201.6=0.028 or 2.8%
(E) Cost-of-living adjustment factor—100% of the percent
change in the annual index from 2006 to 2007 (effective
7/1/08): 2.8%

To Advertise in MACo News, Contact:
Mike Harbour,Communications Officer,
at macopb@maco.cog.mt.us

or (406) 444-4380
We appreciate your support!

Robert “Bob” Peterson, 1944-~2008

Robert Duane Peterson, 63, of Hamilton, died peace-
fully in his home in Hamilton on Friday, Jan. 25, after a
short, but intense, bout with cancer. Peterson served as a
Beaverhead County commissioner from 1989-1994.

Bob was born May 7, 1944, in Dil-
lon, to Robert and Marie Peterson and
was raised on their ranch in Wisdom in
the Big Hole Valley. He graduated from
Beaverhead County High School in Dil- |
lon in 1962. He served in the National
Guard after graduating from high school
and received an honorable discharge.
Bob then worked on the family ranch.

He married Arlene Winn of Dillon in
1968 and in their 32 years of marriage,
they bought and managed five ranches;
the Miller, the Pons, the Stephens, the
Jhanke, and the Rutledge, totaling about 7,000 acres and
tending 1,100 cows.

Bob served on the Wisdom School Board. He retired
from ranching and moved to Hamilton in 2004.

A funeral service was scheduled for Wednesday, Jan.
30 with burial following in the family plot at Mountain View
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to Mar-
cus Daly Hospice in Hamilton, 1200 Westwood Drive,
Hamilton, MT 59840 or a charity of the donor's choice.

Bob Peterson

NorthWestern

Energy

Delivering a Bright Future

NorthWestern Energy is one of the largest providers
of electricity and natural gas in the Upper Midwest
and Northwest, serving approximately 640,000 cus-
tomers in Montana, South Dakota and Nebraska.
Our utility operations consist of regulated electric
and natural gas distribution, transmission, energy
supply and nonregulated electric operations.

J. Michael Pichette
Director-Government Relations/Montana
208 N. Montana, Suite 104, Helena, MT 59601
406/443-8996 michael.pichette@northwestern.com
www.northwesternenergy.com
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County News

Clark Fork water conference to address
supply, growth in critical river basin

Balancing the Clark Fork’s water supply with unprece-
dented growth is the main goal of the Water Supply and
Growth in the Clark Fork River Basin conference next
month at the University of Montana.

The two-day conference, set for March 10-11, will ex-
plore the basic facts and issues about supply and growth
in the basin and discuss tools for managing them.

Speakers and panel participants include a variety of
professionals from state government, politicians, the pri-
vate sector, and legal experts.

The event is sponsored by the Clark Fork River Basin
Task Force, MACo, UM’s Department of Geography, the
Montana Department of Natural Resources and Conser-
vation, and the Montana Department of Environmental
Quality. The registration deadline is March 3.

For more information, visit the task force Web site at
http://dnrc.mt.gov/wrd/water_mgmt/
clarkforkbasin_taskforce/default.asp.

State, federal agencies to host workshops
on infrastructure planning, financing

If your community is going to build a public infrastruc-
ture project in the next few years that will need a grant or
a low-interest loan to make it affordable, then you'll want
to attend the Water, Wastewater and Solid Waste Action
Coordinating Team (W?ASACT) spring workshops.

The one-day events are designed to inform potential
applicants about the various public infrastructure funding
programs available, their specific requirements, and how
to put together a successful application.

Offered by the state’s Department of Commerce, De-
partment of Environmental Quality, the Department of
Natural Resources and Conservation, and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture, the workshops are free.

The first event will be held Feb. 20 in Great Falls, fol-
lowed by the Missoula workshop on March 5. The final
workshop in the series will be in Billings on March 11.

To learn more, call (406) 841-2770 or visit http://dnrc.
mt.gov/cardd/ResDevBureau/wasact.

Summit to address emergency issues
By Dan McGowan, Disaster & Emergency Services

The business of emergency management has
changed since 9/11 and county commissioners play a
critical role regarding public safety and protection of the
citizenry before, during, and after an event, so don’t miss
the 2008 Governor's Emergency Preparedness Summit at
the Holiday Inn Grand Montana in Billings in April 22-24.

The summit, held only during even-numbered years,
will bring together all the disciplines involved in incidents,
emergencies, or disasters (federal, state, local, tribal, pri-
vate, first responders and voluntary agencies) to facilitate
an understanding of the issues and the interface neces-
sary between all the potential participants. The intent is to
build the partnerships and networks now that will promote
the most effective mechanisms possible to deal with any
future event.

The agenda is packed with workshops on prevention,
preparedness, response and recovery issues that affect
each and every one of our disciplines. Thursday will high-
light a "Senior Officials Workshop" and Incident Com-
mand Position Awareness.

The 2006 summit provided an opportunity for over
500 participants to begin networking. At this year's sum-
mit, plans call for more than 50 vendors to help you stay
abreast of all the new technologies that can assist with
your emergency management efforts.

For more information, contact Dan McGowan, Disas-
ter and Emergency Services administrator, at (406) 841-
3911 or dmcgowan@mt.gov.

MACo News Invites Letters to the Editor

If you have a compliment, complaint, or suggestion,

please let us know!

) 3 macobmaco.co.mt.us
Please include your or

name and county MACo News
with your letter, 2715 Skyway Dr.

then send it to: Call us at: Helena, MT 59602-1213

(406) 444-4380

GREAT PLAINS TOWERS, INC.

126 SIXTH STREET WEST
WEST FARGO, ND 58078-1536

E-MaIL kreskiBgreatplainstowers.com
www.greatplainstowers.com

OFFICE  701-282-2236
Fax 701-282-2148
OFFICE B00-853-2236
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County News

Jelinski retires after 24 years of local government service

By Jane Jelinksi, MSU Local Government Center director

As many of you know, | will retire from my position as
director of the Local Government Center on Feb. 29. A
search for a new director is moving along and | am confi-
dent a qualified person will be hired soon.

| have enjoyed my tenure in this
job since July 2001 and am confident
the relationship between MACo and
the Local Government Center has
grown in a variety of productive ways.
The center now provides formal certifi-
cation programs for county commis-
sioners, county treasurers, clerks of
District Court, and Montana municipal
clerks, treasurers and finance officers.
In addition, we provide the Montana
Mayors Academy, workshops for city
council members, and training for appointed boards. The
center publishes the Montana Policy Review twice each
year and Local Government Profiles wall charts annually.

Our colleague, Dr. Paul Lachapelle, Community De-
velopment Extension specialist, has published Public
Lands in Montana: A Guide for Counties and Communi-
ties, and a Board Handbook, which is in high demand. We
expect next year Paul and Associate Director Edward
Sypinski will work on an updated County Commissioners
Handbook and Counties on the Move.

Administrative Associate Molly Arrandale’s responsi-
bilities are being expanded to take advantage of her con-

Jane Jelinksi

siderable research capabilities as well. Our partnership
with MSU Extension has increased to the extent that Ex-
tension will be funding the new director’s salary.

I've been around local government for twenty-four
years — fourteen as a Gallatin County commissioner,
three as assistant director of MACo and seven as director
of the Local Government Center. | have loved (nearly)
every minute of it, and have learned many lessons and
enjoyed many friendships. We are witnessing an increas-
ing number of old-timers leaving for retirement, and many
of you have expressed anxiety about the loss of so much
experience in a short time. This trend is going to continue
due to our aging population. Let me be perfectly clear —
no one is indispensable. | ask you to be generous to the
young professionals who are replacing us. They have
many talents, they are dedicated to mastering their re-
sponsibilities, and, frankly, they probably have more and
better preparation for their new positions than a lot of us
had when we were first elected or appointed. Give them a
chance to make mistakes, to acquire experience, and do
share your expertise and experience with them. They will
serve you well.

| am looking forward to spending more time with my
family, traveling, writing, reading, gardening, playing the
piano, exercising, and just doing what | please. Thank you
for your support and for your friendship. | hope you will
keep in touch.

Watersheds, property rights the subject of No Adverse Impact conference

The safe and proper development of land subject to a
hazard, such as riverfront property in Montana, is always
a challenge, but it's the objective the No Adverse Impact
(NAI) approach to be featured at a conference given by
the Big Hole Watershed Committee (BHWC) Feb. 21-22.

The two-day event, sponsored by several counties,
state agencies, and environmental groups, will detail the
NAI methodology of floodplain and stormwater manage-

ment as developed by Edward A. Thomas, a former flood-
plain manager, disaster specialist, and attorney.

The conference will address a variety of topics, in-
cluding the legal roots of a do no harm in developing land,
and how efforts to safely regulate can be challenged.

The event will be held at Fairmont Hot Springs Re-
sort. Early registration ends Feb. 8. For more information,
call BHWC's Jill Luebeck at (406) 494-6216.

Phone 406-682-7718 FAX 406-682-7712

LANE & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Drug & Alcohol Testing ¢ Consortium Management

www. lanedts.com
Email: trlane@3rivers.net

SERVING ALL OF MONTANA

T.R. Lane Sr.
President

14 Fish Hatchery Rd South, NBR 27
Ennis, MT 59729

MORRISON - MAIERLE

ENGINEERS = SCIENTISTS » SURVEYORS « PLANNERS

Providing resources in partnership with clients
to achieve their goals

Bilhngs * Bozeman = Helena = Kalispell = Great Falls = Missoula = Phoenix

Phone: 406-442-3050 2
M [XO) Frregeizsze  EMMORRISON
Associate Member VWeb page: www.m-m.net EE MMERLE, INC,
An Employee-Onwned Company
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NACo News

National County Gov’t Week nears

In 2008, the National County Government Week's
theme is “Protecting Our Children.” During the week of
April 6-12, counties can show their residents the many
ways they work to protect and enhance the health, wel-
fare and safety of children in sensible and cost-effective
ways.

National County Government Week (NCGW) is an
annual celebration of county government. First held in
1991, the goal of county government week is to raise pub-
lic awareness and understanding about the roles and re-
sponsibilities of the nation's counties.

There are activities at the national, state and local lev-
els during county government week. More than 1,000
counties annually participate in NCGW by holding a vari-
ety of programs and events. These include tours of
county facilities, presentations in schools, meetings with
business and community leaders, recognition programs
for volunteers, briefings on environmental projects, and
adoption of proclamations.

NACo has even prepared a handy 15-page booklet,
downloadable as an Adobe PDF, for helpful NCGW tips.

For more information, visit www.naco.org.

Register online for legislative conference

Online registration for NACo's 2008 Legislative Con-
ference, March 1-5, 2008, in Washington D.C., is now
open. When you register online, you'll receive a $25 dis-
count. After February 20, online registration and the dis-
count will not be available.

To access the registration form, go to https://www.
exposoftevents.com/secure/shows/NACOLEGO08/public/
regfull.asp. To learn more about the conference, visit
www.naco.org/legislativeconference.

MACo has a second home
in cyberspace!
Visit our new blog at:

www.macochat.blogspot.com

Nationwide'
Retirement Solutions

a Mationwide Financial company

The National Association of Counties (NACo), in Partnership
with Nationwide Retirement Solutions (NRS), and state associa-
tions of counties, provides county employees with a Section 457
Deferred Compensation Program.

N A |1 " National Association of Counties
)

The Voice of America's Counties

Since its inception in 1980, NACo’s 457 Deferred Compensation
Program has grown to become the largest supplemental retire-
ment program available to county employees.

NACo Blog covers 2008 election,
county officials endorsements

Check out the latest on the 2008 Presidential Election
on the NACo Blog at nacoblog.blogspot.com. You can get
involved in NACo’s Restore the Partnership Campaign,
find out where the candidates stand on the issues, and of
course, see who county officials across the country have
endorsed in the race for the presidency.

NACo, in partnership with the state associations of
counties, has launched the 2008 Presidential Election
Project to reach candidates seeking to become President
in 2008 and get them to focus on county issues. The goal
of the project, which is a non-partisan effort, is to restore
the federal-county government partnership and to edu-
cate all of the candidates on county issues.

If you have problems connecting to the NACo Blog, it
could be because your IT department has blocked access
to it. Ask your help desk to allow you to connect. It's a
safe site and exceptions for classes of content can be
made for your computer. If you have any problems, con-
tact NACo at webmaster@naco.org.

Achievement Award Program
applications due by Feb. 15

NACo’s Achievement Awards Program gives national
recognition to innovative county government programs
which modernize and streamline county government and
increase services to its citizens, and applications for the
2008 awards are due Feb. 15.

The Achievement Awards Program gives national rec-
ognition to county accomplishments, and has enabled
NACo to build a storehouse of county success stories that
can be passed on to other counties.

If you have any questions about the application proc-
ess or would like additional application forms, contact De-
seree Gardner at (202) 942-4228 or dgardner@naco.org.
You may fax your inquiry to the NACo Research Division
at (202) 737-0480. Additional copies of the application
also may be obtained from www.naco.org.

MACo JPIA

Property and Casualty Insurance for Public Entities

Personnel Services

Jack Holstrom

Attorney at Law

(800) 471- 6304
macops@maco.cog.mt.us
http://www.maco.cog.mt.us
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NACo News

NACo develops FAQ on climate change
clarifies green initiatives for counties

NACo has developed a frequently asked questions
(FAQ) document on climate change and counties, which
focuses on NACo’'s new County Climate Protection Pro-
gram and other national initiatives. Here’'s a sample of
qguestions from the FAQ (for the full version, visit www.
naco.org):

What is NACo’s policy on climate change?

At the NACo Legislative Conference in March 2007,
the NACo Board of Directors approved a resolution that in
July 2007 became part of NACo’s Environment, Energy
and Land Use Platform. The resolution calls upon Con-
gress to aggressively pursue national and international
programs to develop carbon-neutral energy sources and
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Federal funding of
sensible and cost-effective technologies to reduce green-
house gases should be continued. NACo urges Congress
to address global warming, regardless of its source.
NACo supports immediate and long-range efforts by the
federal government to involve all levels of stakeholders to
mitigate possible sources of climate change now through
a series of practical incentives and through more federal
funding for all means of emissions reduction.

How does a county become involved in NACo's
County Climate Protection Program?

The first step for a county to participate in NACo's
program is to adopt a pledge to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by a numerical target. The draft resolution tem-
plate is available at www.naco.org/climateprotection.

This Space Could Be Yours!

For Advertising in MACo News,
Please Contact:
Mike Harbour, Communications Officer
macopb@maco.cog.mt.us
(406) 444-4380

Restoration grant deadline Feb. 15

NACo and the Five Star Restoration Challenge Grant
Program project partners are accepting applications until
Feb. 15 for the 2008 Five Star Restoration Challenge
Grants. The Five Star Program provides financial assis-
tance on a competitive basis to support community-
based wetland, riparian and coastal habitat restoration
projects that build diverse partnerships and foster local
natural resource stewardship through education, out-
reach and training activities. Project sites can be public
land, such as parks, streams and school campuses, or
private land, such as corporate facilities.

Begun in 1997, the Five Star Restoration Challenge
Grant Program is a partnership between NACo, the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation, and the Wildlife Habi-
tat Council, and is made possible with support from the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Southern Co.,
and the newest program sponsor, Pacific Gas and Elec-
tric.

Five Star project elements are restoration of wetland,
riparian, in stream, and/or coastal habitat, environmental
education through community participation and/or K-12
environmental curriculum, partnerships in the community,
and measurable results that translate to ecological and
educational/social benefits.

For more information on the Five Star Restoration
Challenge Grant Program, how to apply, and examples of
past Five Star projects, visit www.naco.org/fivestar or
contact Erik Johnston at (202) 942-4246 or ejohns-
ton@naco.org.

To purchase your copy of the
2008 Directory of
Montana County Officials,
call MACo today!

CIVIL ENGINEERING | PLANNING | SURVEYING

k- s v
. ; ; e e B ROBERT PECCIA
Get ‘Er Done Wiest & ASSOCIATES
Here RURAL m NOW CELEBRATING 30 YEARS
The Next Stage Hedge, Brush, or Tree Removal IN BUSINESS!

To Serve

Your County

We specialize in developing business banking strategies
for public entities. And, to help manage your business
finances, we offer a full range of treasury management
to checking account to credit selutions.

Contact your local Wells Farge
Business Banking Team to discuss
the right financing for you.

Fuels Reduction
561 Wiest Road, Brady, MT 59416
Ph. 406-753-2393
Fax: 406-753-2395

For 30 years, Robert Peccia
& Associates has offered
clients throughout Montana
and the United States
quality and innovative
enginsering and related
services.

© Water Supply

© Wastewater Management
© Drainage

© Site Development

© Traffic & Transportation

© Highways & Road Design
© Airport Design

© Environmental Studies

© Natural Resources
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Just one year left for conventional television signals

By Jeff Arnold, NACo deputy legislative director

In just 13 months, television as you know it will be go-
ing away. The programming will be available, just not in
the format that has been providing viewers with their sig-
nal for more than 60 years. Why should a county official
care?

Broadcasters must switch from analog broadcasting
to digital broadcasting no later than Feb. 17, 2009. This
means that any TV that receives exclusively “over-the-air”
programming that does not have a digital tuner (virtually
all sets manufactured more than a few years ago) will go
dark at midnight of that date.

Homes that have cable or satellite service should not
be affected by the switch. County officials are likely to be
in the crosshairs of public anger unless the switch is
widely publicized to their citizens.

TV sets that are not connected to cable or satellite, or
do not have a built-in digital tuner (sets built after 2006
generally have such a tuner), will need a converter box to
continue receiving broadcast television signals after the
transition occurs. The DTV transition is necessary to pro-
vide more public safety radio frequencies for America’'s
first responders.

Preparing for the transition is easy and requires one
of the following steps by next February:

e Purchase a DTV converter box. Beginning early
this year, consumers can purchase a DTV con-
verter box that plugs into an existing analog set
and allows continued free television reception.
The federal government will provide up to two

MONTANA ASSOCIATION

OF COUNTIES

$40 coupons per household that can be used to-
ward the purchase of these boxes.

e Purchase a new television set with a built-in digi-
tal television tuner (not to be confused with
HDTV).

e Subscribe to cable, satellite or telephone com-
pany video service providers to continue using
analog sets. Consumers should check with their
provider to see if all desired local broadcast sta-
tions are carried by that service.

The National Telecommunications and Information
Administration (NTIA) told a 2008 International Consumer
Electronics Show audience in Las Vegas last month that it
has certified 250 retailers and 19 digital-TV-to-analog
converter boxes.

The NTIA began handing out government-subsidized
$40 coupons at the beginning of the year toward the pur-
chase of the boxes and says it has already received more
than 1 million requests for more than 2 million boxes.

Certified retailers include Best Buy, Circuit City,
Kmart, RadioShack, Sam’s Club, Sears, and Wal-Mart.

The NTIA will begin mailing the coupons Feb. 17, but
some viewers may want to wait depending on whether the
anticipated $60 price point for the boxes comes down in
the wake of an EchoStar Communications’ announce-
ment that it will be offering a $39.99 box in June.

To see an instructive video on the transition, visit the
Consumer Electronics Association’s Web site at www.
ces.org.

Nationwide/NACo scholarship apps available

Nationwide will award two Nationwide/NACo college
scholarships, each worth $2,500, to two high school sen-
iors whose parent or grandparent participates in NACO’s
457 Deferred Compensation Plan. Deadline for applica-
tions is March 31.

For more information about eligibility and application
procedures, visit www.naco.org.

WEF

STAHLY

PAN AW
SIS

Engineers and Land Surveyors

3530 Centennial Drive, Helena, MT 59601
(406) 442-8594

7585 Shedhorn Drive, Bozeman, MT 59718
(406) 522-9526

From complete, tnrm-key
full coverage health plans
to pooling stop loss
for self-funded plans,

JI*'T

Joint Powers Trust |

— Group Health Benefits —

the JPT can assist!
JOINT POWERS TRUST

Wern Peterson, Plan Administrator
396 Montsen Lane
Lewsstown, MT 59457
Ph: 866.886.6612
Emanl- jptiEwh midrivers. com

We inwite you fo compare
us with your current
health plan!
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NACo News

Growers board wants county projects

By the National Association of Counties

The United Soybean Board (USB)
wants to work with counties to initiate
pilot projects using bio-based products.
These projects are excellent opportuni-
ties for government agencies to test the
performance of bio-based products. Pi-
lot use of hio-based products will give
counties real world, practical experi-
ence on how these products perform,
their availability and how they can help
meet their green purchasing and sus-
tainability goals.

Bio-based products are commercial
or industrial products that are made
from agricultural, biological or forestry
materials. A wide array of bio-based
products, ranging from cleaners to lubri-
cating oils to roof coatings, foam insula-
tion and carpet backing, are currently
available as replacements for petro-
leum-based products. Using bio-based
products can help decrease U.S. reli-
ance on foreign oil, result in safer and
healthier workplaces, reduce air and
water pollution and hazardous waste
generation, and increase economic de-
velopment in the rural U.S.

Examples of bio-based products
that counties might want to incorporate
into their green purchasing:

Janitorial cleaning products such as
floor cleaners, glass cleaners, tile
cleaners, bathroom cleaners, general
purpose cleaners;

Facility maintenance items such as
paint strippers, mastic removers, graffiti
removers, and;

Equipment maintenance items such

as hydraulic fluids, greases, lubricating
oil, two-cycle engine oil, parts cleaners
and degreasers.

USB can help counties get started
using these biobased products and/or
expand their use of such products by
participating in projects such as the
ones USB did with federal agencies.

Information about biobased prod-
ucts is available at www.soybiobased.
org. The site also contains a Best Prac-
tices Guide for Biobased Products and
profiles on USB demonstration projects
with federal government agencies.

Provisions in the 2002 Farm Bill re-
quire federal agencies to increase their
purchasing of biobased products, and
USB has worked successfully with a
number of national parks, Department
of Energy national laboratories and the
Department of Veterans Affairs on pilot
projects. USB worked with the agencies
to determine what type and quantity of
biobased products they were interested
in using and helped identify manufac-
tures of those products.

The agencies selected products
that met their needs and specifications
and USB then acquired and provided
those products to the agencies for their
use. The agencies agreed to provide
feedback on the results.

USB would like to expand this pilot
project effort to work with counties as
well. If your county is interested in ex-
ploring a pilot project, please contact
NACo's Kelly Zonderwyk at kzonder-
wyk@naco.org or (202) 942-4224.

U.S. Communities
Government Purchasers

SAVING YOU MONEY

Over 7,000 public entities purchase quality
products with the most favorable
government pricing.

YOU CAN TOO!

Al canfracts ane compatitively solcited, mon-exclusie
annd require no charge fo participate.

O Office and
School Supplies
0 Office Furniture
0 Technology Products
£ Carpet and Flooring
0 Procuremant Card
£ Electrical and
Communication
Data Supplies

O Janitorial Supplies

.........

0O School/Classroom Furniture

O Tools and Materials Handling

Green effort adds sponsors

IBM, the International Code
Council, GM, and Waste Manage-
ment recently became are the lat-
est sponsors of NACo's Green
Government Initiative.

The effort serves as a compre-
hensive resource for local govern-
ments on all things “green,” includ-
ing energy, green building, climate
protection, air quality, transporta-
tion, land use, water quality, pur-
chasing, and recycling.

For more information, visit
www.greencounties.org or call
Kelly Zonderwyk at (202) 942-
4224,

-
INTEGRA

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGIES

1018. Zith Street

Buise, ID 83702

Phone: 208-336-2720
Fax: 208-336-2722
wwwintegrainfotech.com

With over 30 years experience in document
management, we can help your organization
transfer to paperless.

Scanning old files to digital

Producing and delivering quality products and services

Jack Hinkle, Sales and Marketing
300 Conley Lake Road, Deer Lodge, MT 59722
www.cor.mt.gov/MCE

mce@mt.gov
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Around Our Counties

Zoning

LAKE COUNTY commis-
sioners won't be able to
grant final approval to a
condo project on Swan Lake
until a related lawsuit is set-
tled, according to a state Su-
preme Court ruling in De-
cember. The court, nullifying
a Missoula district court de-
cision, ruled the Swan Lak-
ers homeowners group
could sue Lake County for
approving an allegedly in-
complete application for the
42-unit Kootenai Lodge Es-
tates development before
the county adopted a density
plan.

LEWIS & CLARK COUNTY
commissioners denied a
165-acre subdivision east of
Helena. The Red Fox Mead-
ows project, to consist of
110 homes and 165 condo-
miniums, was rejected due
to concerns over traffic im-
pacts on nearby roads and
how upgrades would be
funded.

BEAVERHEAD COUNTY
will undertake a formal plan-
ning process with the city of
Dillon following a recommen-
dation from the planning
board approved by commis-
sioners in January. The
process was established by
Senate Bill 201, passed by
the Montana Legislature last
year, to allow counties and
cities may work more easily
in planning for growth.

Law Enforcement

PARK COUNTY deputies
and a sheriff's department
dog survived a freak acci-
dent in early January when
high winds blew a tractor-
trailer on top of their two
sheriff’s SUVs. The deputies
were pulled over on Inter-
state 90 at the scene where
two other tractor-trailers had
been toppled by wind when
the accident occurred. The
deputies and Rollie, the K-9
in question, were unharmed.
Gusts in the area near
Livingston measured as high
as 150 mph at the time.

FLATHEAD COUNTY will
hire a forensic child inter-
viewer to handle its many
requests for the function.
Funded by a federal grant,
the position will relieve the
workload of the four sheriff's
office detectives now doing
child interviews. Detectives
get such requests four or
five times a week; most of
the children are victims of
abuse or sex crimes.

VALLEY COUNTY  Sheriff
Glen Meier’s decision to fire
former deputy Kevin James
was upheld by a Seattle ar-
bitrator who determined the
firing did not violate the col-
lective bargaining agreement
of James’ union. The firing
took place in December
2006 following a child cus-
tody dispute.

DAWSON COUNTY Correc-

tions Officer Kaye Nichols
graduated at the top of her
corrections and detention
officers class at the Montana
Law Enforcement Academy
in December. The three-
week course included edu-
cation and training in the es-
sential functions of ensuring
the safety and security of
inmates in county detention
facilities.

Miscellany
RAVALLI COUNTY commis-
sioners in mid-January ta-

bled a proposal to re-open
Lost Horse Quarry for county
rock and gravel use after
public opposition to the
move. The proposal, submit-
ted by the county road and
bridge department last year,
called for using materials
from the quarry for 10 years.

GRANITE COUNTY’s re-
quest to change its long-
standing water rights at
Georgetown Lake were de-
nied by the Montana DNRC
in a late-December decision.

=== MDU RESOURCES

GROUP, INC.

Our company reflects a multi-dimensional enterprise
comprised of regulated and non-regulated businesses
operating in different geographic locations and offering
a broad spectrum of high-quality products and services.

MDU Resources' lines of business include:

e Construction Materials and Mining
Construction Services
Electric and Natural Gas Utilities
Natural Gas Pipeline and Energy Services
Natural Gas and Oil Production

Gary Forrester, Government Affairs
2527 Gardiner St., Billings, MT 59101
406/259-7243 gary.forrester@mduresources.com
www.mduresources.com

Building a Strong America

MACo
Property and Casualty Insurance

Workers’ Compensation Insurance
For Public Entities

Greg Jackson
JPIA/IPA
Trust Administrator
Phone (406) 444-4370
macoim@maco.cog.mt.us

MACo
Risk Management and Training

Emelia McEwen
Senior Loss Control Specialist

Fred Hansen
Loss Control Specialist

Phone (406) 444-4370
FAX (406) 442-5238
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Holstrom reappointed to state board

MACo Personnel Services Administrator Jack Hol-

Mark Your Calendars

- ; Feb

strom recently has been reappointed by Gov. Brian ebruary -
Schweitzer as presiding officer of the Montana Board of Feb. 6 HJR 48 Subcommittee .
Personnel Appeals. Feb. 7 Economic Affairs Interim Committee, Great Falls

“I am honored to be reappointed Feb. 7-8 Revenue and Transportation Interim Committee*
to this board,” Holstrom said, “because Feb. 11 SJR 15 Subcommittee* N
| believe the board’s work is crucial to Feb. 11-15  MACo Midwinter Conference, Billings
successful labor-management rela- Feb. 13 JPIA/JPA/HCT Memberships Meet at Midwinter Conf.
tions for public employees and public Feb. 15 Fire Suppression Subcommittee* _ |
entities.” Feb. 22 State Admin. and Veterans’ Affairs Interim Committee*

The board is a five-member quasi- March
judicial body charged with providing - March 1-5  NACo Legislative Conference, Washington, D.C.
appellate level review for matters in- Jack Holstrom March 10-11 Environmental Quality Council*
volving the Collective Bargaining Act for Public Employ- March 12-13 Water Policy Committee*
ees. All members are selected by the governor. _ March 17-18  Children, Families, Health, & Human Svcs. Int. Comm.*
Holstrom, a long-time attorney who has worked in march 13-14 Education and Local Government*

both state and local government, was recommended for
reappointment by both labor representatives and employ-
ers. Gov. Schweitzer's appointment marks the third time
Holstrom has chosen to be on the board. His new term
expires in 2012.

*All meetings are held in Helena unless noted.

To view additional important dates, please see the
MACo Health Care Trust calendar on page 3.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
President Cynthia Johnson,
Pondera County
1st Vice President Mike McGinley,
Beaverhead County
2nd Vice President Carl Seilstad,
Fergus County

Kerissa Lyman, Claims Assistant

Owen Voigt, Health Care Trust
Administrator

Alyce Bailey, Enrollment/Eligibility
Specialist/Customer Service Rep.

Laurie Goltry, Admin. Enrollment Asst.

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

Diamond Sponsors
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., Orlando, FL
Silver Sponsors

Fiscal Officer Allan Underdal, Toole Co.
Urban Representative Greg Chilcott,
Ravalli County
Past President John Prinkki,
Carbon County

MACo ADMINISTRATION
Harold Blattie, Executive Director
Sheryl Wood, Associate Director
Karen Houston, Meeting Planner
Tom Swindle, Finance Officer
Mike Harbour, Communications Officer

N h WD R

DISTRICT CHAIRS

Richard Dunbar, Phillips County
Mark Rehbein, Richland County
Donald Reiger, Fallon County
Harvey Worrall, Chouteau County
Arnold Gettel, Teton County
Jerome Kolar, Judith Basin County
Maureen Davey, Stillwater County
Tom Lythgoe, Jefferson County
Bernie Lucas, Meagher County

10 Gary Hall, Flathead County

MDU Resources, Bismarck, ND
NorthWestern Energy, Helena
Bronze Sponsors

Allied Waste Services, Missoula
MT Dept. of Corrections, Helena
Morrison-Maierle, Inc., Helena
Copper Sponsors

11. Judy Stang, Mineral County
12. Tom Rice, Beaverhead County
ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS

Leo Gallagher, Lewis & Clark Co. Attorney
Cyndy Maxwell, Big Horn County

Beck Consulting, Red Lodge
Norman Grosfield, Atty., Helena
Life Care Services, Missoula
Tractor & Equipment Co., Billings

Sara McGowan, Accounting Technician
Wilma Brassard, Admin. Assistant
MACo INSURANCE TRUSTS
Greg Jackson, JPIA/JPA Trust
Administrator

Emelia McEwen, Sr. Loss Control Specialist Clerk & Recorder Other Sponsors

Fred Hansen, Loss Control Specialist Marilvn Hollister. Rosebud Count .
Jack Holstrom, Personnel Svcs. Admin. Digtrict Court Clerk y MT County Road Supervisors
Fran Monro, Member Services Rep. Richard Brown, Fergus Co. County Coroner (MACRS)

Keith Stapley, Claims Manager

Wendy Sesselman, WC Claims Supervisor
Dennis Jupka, Senior Claims Adjuster
Bonnie Knopf, Data Specialist

Christine Holling, Claims Adjuster

Liz Krzan, Asst. Claims Adjuster

Gary Olsen, Broadwater County
Justice of the Peace
Diane Inbody, Teton County
Superintendent of Schools
Gregory Hintz, Missoula Co. Sheriff's Office
Jo Anne Johnson, Ravalli County Treasurer

MACo NEWS
Phone: (406) 444-4360

Fax: (406) 442-5238
E-mail: macopb@maco.cog.mt.us
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