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June 25, 2002

TO:

Governor’s Tourist Tax Advisory Council

FROM:
Dan Dodds, Tax Policy Analyst

SUBJECT:
How Sales Tax Laws were Enacted

At the June 7 meeting, the Council asked how many state sales taxes were enacted by referendum and how many were enacted by the state legislature.  It has not been possible to find this information.

Forty-five states and the District of Columbia have sales taxes.  Twenty-three states enacted their sales taxes before World War II.  Vermont was the last state to enact a sales tax, in 1969.

The department contacted several states and found that gathering this information would require research into old legislative histories.
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