Proposed Vision Statement

Third Draft – 11-20-03

The Montana K-12 Public School Renewal Commission will research and provide recommendations regarding the provision of a basic system of free, quality elementary and secondary schools.  

Proposed Mission Statement

The mission of the Montana K-12 Public School Renewal Commission is to make recommendations based on the following underlying values:

· The Montana accreditation standards form the base of all schools programs.

· Public school resources shall be allocated to enable our public schools to offer equitable educational programs for all Montana’s students that meet their unique and diverse needs.  

· Public school resources shall be understandable and sufficient to ensure that schools are able to meet educational standards for every public school student in a safe and accessible manner.

· Public schools shall be funded in a predictable and sustainable manner.

Proposed Vision Statement

First Draft – 10-14-03

The School Renewal Commission will provide all Montana public school pupils/students access to competent and qualified staff, rigorous curriculum and instruction, comprehensive support services and supportive facilities and environment. 

Underlying Values

· The Montana accreditation standards form the base of all schools programs.

· Resources should be equitably allocated to meet the educational needs of all public school students.

· Funding should be adequate and sufficient to ensure that schools are able to meet educational standards for every public school student.

· Children have a right to receive education in a school facility that is safe, sound and close to their home.

Much of this has been adapted from the Nebraska coalition for educational equity and adequacy.

Notes from 11/3/03 discussion

· Commission doesn’t have power to provide access to competent and qualified staff.

· Statement needs revision – focus on attitude and methods used to look at issues in legislation.

· #4 Underlying values – locks us into have a “school facility” when in small districts of 2-12 students classes may not take place in a school facility.

· Having a school implies that education is provided in a school facility.

· Vision re: the definition of basic quality education in Montana.

· Simplicity of funding is missing in draft.

· First sentence – Commission will not “provide.”

· Resources need to include those children with diverse needs.

· “All” addresses all students.

· Funding should be equitably derived.

· Statement ignores basic quality education, p. 1 introduction.  Local control needs to be part of vision – intellectual skills for all.

· Statement of what Commission wants to accomplish.

· First sentence – SRC will research and provide recommendations regarding the provision of a basic system of quality public education.

· Underlying values should be discussed but not in a vision statement.

· Mission includes underlying values.

· Fourth bullet conflicts with reality of distances in Montana.
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