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The Basic Quality Education Study of 1975 was the culmination of much input from the educational community over an extended period of time.  The Report was prepared on behalf of the Board of Public Education to be used by the 1977 legislature.  Though the report is referenced periodically in the official minutes of the Board, it was never officially adopted.  In fact, in the summary found on page 51 of the report, the following was expressed: The Board deliberately chose not to refer to this as a “final” report, because Montana’s concern for basic quality education must be ongoing.
The fifty first legislature (1989) passed HJR 16 that called for a joint interim study by the Board of Public Education and the joint legislative interim subcommittee on basic education to attempt to define a “basic system of education” for Montana’s next century.  It was also to define and suggest that the legislature fund a “ basic system of free quality elementary and secondary education”.  Much work was accomplished, however, the final word on the resolution was: “While the Board believes that the two legislative committees and the Board worked diligently, much was left to be done and the Board is committed to continued work in this area.”

In May of 1992, Governor Stephens asked the Board of Public Education to define a “basic system of quality education” prior to the beginning of the 1993 legislative session.  After a series of public work sessions in August, the Board reluctantly announced it had completed its work and rendered the following definition:

A basic system of free quality public elementary and secondary schools is defined as the educational framework necessary to allow local school districts to implement the Montana School Accreditation Standards promulgated by the Board of Public Education.  It is intended that the basic system be governed in such a way as to preserve the constitutional rights of the Legislature, the Board of Public Education, local school boards and the citizens of the state.

The Board submitted this definition to Governor Stephens under the conditions that the Accreditation standards constitute the instructional expectations and the educational framework contains all things necessary to implement the standards.

The Board also formally supported SB 411 of the 2003 session of the legislature provided language be amended into the bill emphasizing the court decisions which spoke to the BPE’s constitutional authority and responsibilities.
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