

PARTICIPANTS

Members Present:  Keith Allen, Norma Bixby (alternate), Carter Christiansen, Cathy Day, Erik Engellant, Eric Feaver, Steve Gibson, Steve Johnson, Bob Keenan, Ron Laferriere, John McNeil, Carmen McSpadden, Bruce Messinger, Kirk Miller, Rep. Doug Mood, Mike Nicosia, Lt. Gov. Karl Ohs, Madalyn Quinlan (alternate), Rep. Holly Raser, Darrell Rud, Sen. Don Ryan, Scott Seilstad, Jules Waber, Senator Pat Wagman, Mary Whittinghill (alternate).

Staff:  Marion Mood

Facilitator:  Kathy van Hook

INTRODUCTIONS & AGENDA  REVIEW

Following brief introductions, the agenda was reviewed.

APPROVE MEETING SUMMARY

The Summary of the September 8, 2003 meeting was approved with revisions.  A revised copy of the Summary will be distributed.

BRIEF DISCUSSION OF THE PURPOSE OF THE SCHOOL RENEWAL COMMISSION

The purpose statements in HB 736 and the Commission Ground Rules and Work Plan were reviewed.  Commission members expressed concern about the purpose statements addressing tasks and outcomes, and not addressing the underlying need
and importance of renewal of the structure, governance, funding and revenue sources for public education in Montana.
PRESENTATIONS

The revenue available for public education (HB736, Section 1 (a)).  Presenters:  Madalyn Quinlan, Office of Public Instruction; Jim Standeart, Legislative Fiscal Division; Amy Carlson, Governor’s Office of Budget and Program Planning.

The role of state and federal government in public education (HB736, Section 1 (d) and (e)).  Presenter:  Cathy Warhank, Office of Public Instruction; Rep. Norma Bixby, Tribal Education Program, Northern Cheyenne Tribe.  

Representative Bixby was asked to make an impromptu to presentation on  Tribal Education in Montana.  The information she presented is summarized below:

· Each tribe is different in how they approach public education.

· The federal government has not determined if education is a trust responsibility of the federal government.

· Montana’s constitutional language (Article X, Section 1 (2)) provides for a commitment to the preservation American Indian heritage and teaching of cultural integrity as an education goal.  “Equality of educational opportunity is guaranteed to each person of the state” is also a Constitutional provision.
·  Recognition of American Indian Heritage Day is provided for in law and is the fourth Friday of every September.

· Four of the seven tribes receive Johnson-O’Malley funds for public schools.  These funds focus on the unique educational needs of American Indian Children – not part of Impact Aid monies.

· 20-1-501 MCA is monitored by the Indian Education for All Committee.  This Committee was organized for the Board of Education in August 1999.

· Class 7 teachers are certified by their respective tribes to teach culture and language at public schools.

· The Montana School Boards Association has an Indian caucus.

· Tribal codes are different from the state in areas such as truancy and minimum age to drop out of school.

Attached is a summary of the questions that followed each presentation.

All of the documents distributed at the meeting are available at the following website:  http://www.discoveringmontana.com/gov2/css/boards/renewal/default.asp
PUBLIC COMMENT

No public comment was offered.

KEY QUESTIONS 

Additional key questions were offered and included in the original list.  After a brief discussion of refining key questions, the Commission agreed, by consensus, to work as a committee of the whole and identify the overall needs in public education in Montana and then determine any actions that might address those needs.

Following are the need questions that were identified and the first question below will be addressed first at the October 13 meeting.  Suggested edits to the questions are in italics.

1) What is the definition of a basic system of free, quality public elementary and secondary education in Montana?

2) Do we have a system that is providing adequate education to every student in Montana?  Is a basic system of free, quality public elementary and secondary education provided for every student in Montana?
3) Do we have adequate funding to fund public education?  Are we providing it now?  Is there adequate funding presently available for public education?
4) What is the states’ obligation to provide a quality public education to all students in Montana?  (Already addressed in first question)
5) How can we develop a predictable and sustainable system of funding public education?  How can we develop an understandable, predictable, and sustainable system of funding public education?
6) How do we develop a simpler, more understandable system than we currently have?  (Covered in question 5.)
7) Is there a problem with having the current structure of local and state governance?  How could we make the local and state governance systems for public education more efficient and effective?
8) Is there a problem with the tax system?  a) Equity, b) Structure.  How could we alter the tax collection system for public education so that it is equitable and adequate?
NEXT STEPS

The Commission was asked to review prior to the October 13 meeting “Montana School Accreditation, Standards and Procedures Manual,” Report published by the Board of Public Education and the Office of Public Instruction in June 2001,  “Calculation of the Cost of a Suitable Education in Montana in 2001-2002 Using the Professional Judgement Approach” Report issued in August 2002 by Augenblick & Myers, Inc., and SB411 drafted but not passed in the 2003 legislative session.  The sources are available at the following address:

http://www.discoveringmontana.com/gov2/css/boards/renewal/default.asp
October 13, 2003, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. the next Commission meeting will be held in Room 317 of the Capitol.  Lunch will be at approximately 12:00 and will be hosted by Special Needs Education.
DRAFT AGENDA

I. Opening remarks and introductions

II. Agenda review

III. Approve meeting summary

IV. Discussion of the following question:

What is the definition of a basic system of free, quality public elementary and secondary education in Montana?

V. Public Comment

VI. Discussion of further “Need Questions” as time allows.

VII. Review Work Plan

VIII. Next Steps

IX. Public Comment

X. Meeting Evaluation

BUDGET & FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Expenditures and encumbrances of the School Renewal Commission Budget were reviewed.  The state Chamber of Commerce has made a commitment to contribute to funding the work of the Commission and discussions are ongoing with other possible sources of additional funding.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Lance Melton

      1.  Urged Commissioners to look beyond averages presented as data.

2.
Distributed information on efficiencies in Montana schools.

3.
Offered to help with the adequacy study and methodologies.

Rep. Verdell Jackson

1. Consolidate central administration in districts that are close to each other.  Set a minimum size of district.  Those below have state operated e-learning.  Fifty-five of 448 school districts have twelve students or less.

2. Concern was expressed about the proliferation of non-teaching staff.  

More flexibility in how staff are used.  Not having Title I aides sitting around waiting to serve kids.  No Child Left Behind is the wrong direction.  “We are leaving behind the best and the brightest.”  

3.
The court system has forced us to keep students in the classroom that are discipline problems.  We need to do better than this in Montana and get beyond court interference.

Dave Puyear

1.
Keep priorities straight.  Knows of no way the change of governance structure that will save money.  Transportation costs offset savings of school consolidation.  Arkansas governance change - a waste of time – was sited as an example.

2.
Consider the relationship between resources and community impact. The analogy was used that we don’t consider “sharing the snow at big mountain” - it is not equal in Montana.  Why should we expect that we should share gas and oil money, etc. If we are going to have equal education, we will likely not ever have equal funding.

Sandy Olson - Gifted and Talented Assoc.

1. Address needs of high ability students.

2. Offer to provide assistance.

MEETING EVALUATION

The meeting ran over the allotted time and an evaluation was not conducted.
Contact Kathy van Hook, 444-4457 or kavanhook@state.mt.us with corrections or changes in the draft meeting summary within 72 hours of receipt.
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